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The Messenger 
The Gift That (Should) Keep on Giving 

by Julie Lininger 
 

òPraise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from 
God.ó  2 Corinthians 1:3, 4 (NIV) 
 

Weõve just concluded the official Christmas season.  Soon the lights, decorations, and wrapping paper will be stored 
until next year.  As I write this on the day after Christmas, I imagine the stores are flooded with people returning or  
exchanging gifts they received. What a hassle that can be! 
 

For those of us who know Jesus Christ as our Savior, we just celebrated the most perfect gift ever givenñEmmanuel, 
God with us, who came to save us from our sins and provide everlasting life. What could be better?! Itõs for all people 
and meets our greatest need.  Itõs even practical; we can use every day! 
 

Actually, thatõs not the only gift God has given. Each breath we take, the sunshine, our friends and family, laughter, 
homes, jobs, medical care é  He is full of goodness! 
 

Even in the difficult times, God gives us somethingñthe gift of comfort: òé who comforts us in all our troubles éó (see 
above).  But itõs not a gift that weõre supposed to keep.  Look at the next two words: so that.  Not so what?  but so   
that é òso that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.ó  When we give 
away some of that comfort, we actually receive two gifts: comfort from God and joy from encouraging someone else. 
 

A wonderful example of this comes from a recent Samaritanõs Purse newsletter, written by Franklin Graham. He is  
sharing a report regarding their Operation Christmas Child ministry, where shoeboxes, filled with gifts from individuals 
and churches, are sent to needy children all around the world.  Franklin says, òI never ceased to be amazed at what the 
Lord can do through churches who obey and trust Him.ó  He goes on to tell of Grace Baptist Church in Wild Peach, 
Texas, a congregation of 30 people who packed a total of 8,091 shoeboxes! For a small congregation, thatõs incredible! 
But whatõs even more amazing is the rest of the story: 
 

Seven families at Grace Baptist Church had their homes severely damaged, including the pastor and his wife, Mark 
and Cherry Brumbelow. Amazingly, the thousands of shoeboxes they had already packed were not destroyed.  

 

No one would have blamed Grace Baptist if they had decided to stop packing shoeboxes for the rest of this year to 
take time to recover from their devastating losses. But the Brumbelows and their small flock would not be deterred 
from reaching children around the world with the Gospel. Just weeks after the hurricane hit, Grace Baptist held a 
packing party that resulted in another 1,000 shoeboxes! "We know God has a special purpose for every shoebox, 
but we felt there was something different about these," said Mark. 
 

We decided to send some of their shoebox gifts on a special early shipment to 250 children from Barbuda whose 
homes were demolished when Hurricane Irma tore across their small Caribbean island. Their families are living on 
the nearby island of Antigua. They lost everything in the storm, so we didn't want these children to wait any longer 
to have something to celebrate. 
 

As Mark and Cherry went with us and placed shoebox gifts into the hands of eager children, they said they were 
thankful that the Lord put it on their hearts to participate in Operation Christmas Child despite their own loss. 
"Seeing this makes me want to do all I can while I can," said Mark. Cherry then added, "It's beyond words how  
excited I feel. I can't wait to get home to pack some more shoeboxes!" 

 

Continued on page 2 
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We will not have a Caregiversõ Support group 
meeting in January due to my second upcoming 
knee surgery  I will keep in touch for the        
February meeting.                         ñCathy Bloss 

 

January Special Days Celebration 
 

January birthdays and anniversaries 
w i l l  be  ce leb ra ted  Sunday ,               
January 7, in the HeBrew Caf® after 
the worship service. Everyone is     
welcome as we eat cake and sing to 
those of our congregation with special 
days in January. 
 

Cake Schedule: 
January: 
February: 
March:  Marilynn Anson 
April: 
May:  Martha and Harry Sims 
June:  Gerald Huntington 
July:  Mary Herschberger 
August: 
September:  Janice Dean 
October:  Beverly and Larry Slaughter 
November: 
December:  
 

Susannaõs Kitchen  
No serving in January due to New Yearõs Day. 
Questions? Contact the kitchen at 522-5893 
between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.. 

Thank you notes from Hawthorne, Monger, and 
Osolo Elementary Schools are on the narthex  
bulletin board, thanking us for the Mitten Tree 
donations. Thank you, Hillcrest, for making a 
positive impact in our community! And thank 
you to Carole Julian and Donna Simmons-Mast 
for making the deliveries. 

Thanks to Tracy! 
 

All of us have benefited from the work of       
Tracy Donati, who is leaving the position of 
Hospitality Chairperson for Hillcrest. 
 

Her resignation in December because of work 
and family pressures is occasion to thank her for 
her caring.  A neater, better organized library 
and storage closets, freshly painted walls, and 
organization of events like carry-ins and Sunday 
morning CafeË time are among the tasks she 
has quietly accomplished.  She would quickly 
say she could not have done so without the help 
of others, which is true and another mark of 
what makes Hillcrest "work."   
 

Thank you, Tracy, for your devotion to          
Hillcrest. May we continue to support the     
hospitality role you have made successful.   

This ônõ That 
The Gift That (Should) Keep on Giving 

(continued) 
 

Wow! What Grace Baptist Church did really 
touched my heart and put a whole new light on 
gift-giving. I am encouraged by their faith and 
generosity and challenged to look for more   
opportunities to give away Godõs gifts to me 
that should keep on giving.  
 

And no wrapping paper needed. 

I will begin working on a new church directory in 
January, with the hope of a completed project by 
the end of the month.  Please let me know if you 
have a change in your contact information.  My 
contact info is on the back of the newsletter. 
Thank you!                                    ñJulie Lininger 
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Hillcrest Community  
Childcare Ministry 

 
 

Preschool will not have 
school the week of          
January 1 - 5 but will     
resume on Monday,       

January 8.  Daycare will be open the whole 
week. 
 

We will have our annual Trike-A-Thon on       
January 25 and 26.  It is a fundraiser that is fun 
for all and helps with our general expenses. The 
children take pledges for laps ridden on tricycles 
around the gym.  Another option is for people to  
donate any amount they choose. If you would 
like to participate, please call Teresa at           
266-7427. 
 

All programs are full, and we are not taking    
registrations at this time.  We do have a waiting 
list for Daycare; call us to be placed on the list. 
                          ñTeresa Irelan, HCCM Director   

 

The   Lerner in downtown 
Elkhart offers a free lunchtime 
concert.  Doors open at 
10:00 a.m. and the show 
starts at 11:00.   
 

The January 24 show will  
feature Celia Weiss performing on the historic 
1924 Kimball organ. Celia shares her talents as 
an organist, pianist, and accompanist by both 
performing and teaching. She has been the    
organist for First Presbyterian Church in Elkhart 
since 1975 and is an adjunct professor with the 
Raclin School of Arts at IU South Bend. She  
performs regularly at The Lerner.  
 

For more information about LunchtimeLive!, you 
can go to www.TheLerner.com or call The      
Lerner at 293-4469. 

If we must cancel a church service, our closing 
information will be listed on our Facebook page 
(Hillcrest UMCñElkhart Indiana), our website at 
www.hillcrestelkhart.com, WNDU Channel 16, 
and their website, www.wndu.com, and WSBT 
Channel 22, and their website, www.wsbt.com. 

Primetimers 
 

Primetimers takes a winter break each year.  We 
will have our first meeting of 2018 in April. If 
you have suggestions for programs or food, 
please let Julie Lininger know.  You can contact 
her at  secretary@hillcrestumc.comcastbiz.net or  
264-3240. Thank you!  See you in the spring! 

 

Hospitality is a trademark of  
Hillcrest, and Ministry Council is 
now looking for someone to 
make sure our caring activities 

remain intact. 
 

This "someone" as Hospitality Chair (co-chairs 
are a possibility!) will assure that the HeBrew 
CafeË functions each Sunday morning and for 
any special occasions (not identified at this 
point).   
 

A major part of that responsibility and the most 
immediate need is to find and organize          
volunteers for the CafeË.  It's a great              
opportunity to get to know others in the 
church.   
 

Other responsibilities will be identified and     
defined during the next year. The Hospitality 
Chair is also a member of Ministry Council, 
which meets the third Monday evening of each 
month. 
 

Anyone who wants more information or who is 
ready to say "Yes!" now may contact         
Janice Dean (210-1594) or Nikki Behne       
(343-9475), Ministry Council chairs, or         
Pastor Mike.   
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Januaryõs Mission of the Month  
Ribbon of Hope 

 

Ribbon of Hope is affiliated with Elkhart General Hospital and committed to serving adult cancer patients at 
any stage of the disease. All services are non-medical and offered free of charge as an expression of the 
caregiverõs relationship with God. Since each patient or caregiver has a unique set of needs, attention is   
personalized. Ribbon of Hopeõs goal is that No One Stands Alone in their battle with cancer.  
 

Services offered are: 
 

*Personal attention 
*Monthly encouragement notes 
*Phone calls 
*Hospital visits 
*Occasional household assistance 
*Transportation to medical appointments 
*Faithful prayers and spiritual encouragement 
*Bereavement care 
*Cancer resource information 

 

Your support of Ribbon of Hope makes a difference in Godõs Kingdom. All contributions through time,     
talent, finances, and prayer touch lives and bring people closer to God. 
 

All loose change and any designated monies during January will go to Ribbon of Hope. 
 

Thank You, 
The Missions Committee    

Scoutmaster Minute 
by Ronn Foster 

 

It is the start of a new year, and we will soon welcome a 
new group of young men into our Boy Scout Troop. This is 
often a time of nervousness for the young men as they are 
entering a world with more responsibility. Soon they will 
learn that while the increased responsibility is more difficult 
than having adults do the heavy lifting, the rewards are 
greater. Next, they accept the responsibility and the      
challenges that follow. Finally, their confidence grows and 
the limits to what they can do disappear. In the words of 
the founder of the Scouting movement, Lord Baden Powell, 
òIt is risky to order a boy not to do something; it             
immediately opens to him the adventure of doing it.ó  

Congratulations to  
Nathan W. Foster,  Troop 117's 
newest Eagle Scout! Well done! 




