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The Gift That (Should) Keep on Giving
by Julie Lininger

OPrai se be to the God theRatheFa comeassioroand tieeGod of all edmbior
comforts ug all our troubles, so that we can comfiort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves
God. o 2 Corinthians 1:3, 4 (NI V)

Webdbve just concluded the official Christmas s
until next year. As | write this on the day after Christmas, | imagine the stores are flooded with peor.
exchanging gifts they received. What a hassle that can be!

For those of us who know Jesus Christ as our Savior, we just celebrated the most perfécEgifhanaeli

God with wus, who came to save us from our si n:
and meets our greatest need. ltds even practi
Actually, thatds not the only gift God has gi
homes, ] obs, medi cal care é He i s full of goo
Even in the difficult times, God gives us sairtethieg gi ft of comfort : 0é wh
above). But i tds not a gift t habkothaeNotscewhabupsp o
that o0so that we can comfort those in any troub
away some of that comfort, we actually reoagifes: comfort from God and joy from encouraging someone
A wonder ful exampl e of this comes from a rece
sharing a report regarding their Operation Christmas Child ministry, where shoeboxes, filled with gifts
and churches, are sent to needy children all a
Lord can do through churches who obey and tru
Texas, a congregation of 30 people who packed
But whatds even more amazing is the rest of th

Seven families at Grace Baptist Church had their homes severely damaged, including the pastor ar
and Cherry Brumbelow. Amazingly, the thousands of shoeboxes they had already packed were not

No one would have blamed Grace Baptist if they had decided to stop packing shoeboxes for the re:s
take time to recover from their devastating losses. But the Brumbelows and their small flock would r
from reaching children around the world with the Gospel. Just weeks after the hurricane hit, Grace
packing party that resulted in another 1,000 shoeboxes! "We know God has a special purpose for
but we felt there was something different about these," said Mark.

We decided to send some of their shoebox gifts on a special early shipment to 250 children from E
homes were demolished when Hurricane Irma tore across their small Caribbean island. Their famil
the nearby island of Antigua. They lost everything in the storm, so we didn't want these children to \
to have something to celebrate.

As Mark and Cherry went with us and placed shoebox gifts into the hands of eager children, they
thankful that the Lord put it on their hearts to participate in Operation Christmas Child despite tf
"Seeing this makes me want to do all | can while | can,” said Mark. Cherry then added, "It's beyo
excited | feel. | can't wait to get home to pack some more shoeboxes!"

Continued on page 2
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The Gift That (Should) Keep on Giving

(continued)

Wow! What Grace Baptist Church did
touched my heart and put a whole new light

1 a

really

on

giftgiving. | am encouraged by their faith and

generosity and challenged to look for more

opportunities to gl ve

that should keep on giving.

And no wrapping paper needed.
Susannads Ki't che

No serving in January

Questions? Contact the kitchen ab3R&
between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m..

We will not have a
meeting in January due to my second upc
knee surgery | will keep in touch for
February meeting. i Cathy Bloss

| will begin workirgn a new church directory in
January, with the hope of a completed proj
the end of the month. Please let me know
have a change in your contact information.
contact info is on the back of the news

Thank you! A Julie Lininger

Thank you notesm Hawthorne, Monger, and
Osolo Elementary Schools are on the nart
bulletin board, thanking us for the Mitten

Cae

ect by
if you

My

etter.

he)

Tree

donations. Thank you, Hillcrest, for making a
positive impact in our community! And thank

you to Carole Julian and Donna SiAvtashs
for making the deliveries.
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January Special Days Celebration

Januarybirthdays and anniversaries
‘will be celebrated Sunday,
January 7, I n tlh
@ the worship service. Everyone i
"~ welcome as we eat cake and sing
those of our congregation with speci
days in January.

Cake Schedule:

January:

February:

March: Marilynn Anson _

AgriW ay Godds gi fts
May: Martha and Harry Sims

June: Gerald Huntington

July: Mary Herschberger

August:

ptember: Janice Dean
O&tgb%r ée\(?erly 'grﬁj WarerS‘?aﬁgthr 2
November:
December:

/
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Thanks to Tracy!

All of us have benefited from the work
Tracy Donati, who is leaving the position
Hospitality Chairperson for Hillcrest.

Her resignation in December because of w
and family pressurescisasion to thank her for
her caring.A neater, betterganized library
and storagelosets, freshly painted walls, an
organization of events like gasrgnd Sunday
morning CafeE ti me .
has quietlpccomplishedShe would quickly
say she could not have done so without the |
of others, which is true ambther mark of
what makes Hillcrest "work."

devotion 1
tr

Thank you, Tracy, for your
Hillcrest. May we continue to support
hospitality role you have made successful.
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Primetimers

Primetimers takes a winter break each year. We

will have our first meeting of 2018 in April. If
you have suggestions for programs or food
please let Julie Lininger know. You can contac
her atsecretary@hillcrestumc.comcastwz.net
264-3240. Thank you! See you in the spring!

__Hospitality _ Hospitality is a trademark of

? Hillcrest, and Ministry Council is

‘ now looking for someone to
make sureur caring activities
remain intact.

This "someone" as Hospitality Chaihdice

are a possibility!) will assure that the HeBrew

Caf eE fachSuhdayonmoming and for
any special occasions (not identified at this
point).

A major part of that responsibility and the most
immediate need is to find and organize
volunteers f &'s a ygrha

Caf eE.

Hillcrest Community
i Childcare Ministry

@f e i Preschool will not have
}  eoeo. ischool the week of
January 1- 5 but will
‘resume on Monday,
January 8.Daycare will be open the whol
week.

We will have our annual F¥ikieon on
January 25 and 28.is a fundraiser that is fun
for all and helps with our general expenses.
children take pledges for laps ridden on tricy
around the gym\nother option is for people tc
donate any amount they choose. If you wa
like to participate, please call Teresa
266-7427.

All programs are full, and we are not tak
registrations at this tim@e do have a waiting
list for Daycare; call us to be placed on the lis
i Teresa Irelan, HCCM Director

PRESCHOOL
(Ages 3-5)

LATCHKEY
(1st- de)

opportunity to get to know othersthe
church.

Other responsibilitiesvill be identified and
defined during the next year. The Hospitality
Chair is also a member of Min@&byncil,

~

which meets the third Monday evening of each

month.

Anyone who wants more information or
ready to say "Yes!"

Janice Dean (21894) or Nikki Behne
(3439475), Ministry Council chairs, or
Pastor Mike.

If we must cancel a church semiceclosing

information will be listed on our Facebook page

(Hillcrest UMiEIlkhart Indiana), our website at

www.hillcrestelkhart.com, WNDU Channel 16
and their website, www.wndu.com, and WSBT
Channel 22, and their website, www.wsbt.com.

The Lerner in downtown
Elkhart offers a free lunchtime
L concert. Doors open at
10:00 a.m. and the show
LWE' starts at 11:00.

FREE CONCERTSERES The January 24 show will
feature Celia Weiss performing on the hist
1924 Kimball organ. Celia shares her talent
an organist, pianist, and accompanist by «
performing and teaching. She has been
organist for First Presbyterian Church in Elk
since 1975 and is an adjunct professor with
Raclin School of Arts at IU South Bend. ¢
performs regularly at The Lerner.

For more information about LunchtimeLive!,
can go to www.TheLerner.com or call
Lerner at 298469.
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Januaryds Mission of the Mon

Ribbon of Hope

Ribbon of Hope is affiliated with Elkhart General Hospital and committed to serving adult canc

any stage of the disease. All services-aredicat and offered free of charge as an expression

caregiverodos relationship with God. Since
personali zed. Ri bbon of Hopeds goal I s th

Services offered are:

*Personal attention

*Monthly encouragement notes

*Phone calls

*Hospital visits

*Occasional household assistance
*Transportation to medical appointments
*Faithful prayers and spiritual encouragement
*Bereavement care

*Cancer resource information

Your support of Ri bbon of Hope makes a di

talent, finances, and prayer touch lives and bring people closer to God.
All loose change and any designated monies during January will go to Ribbon of Hope.

Thank You,
The Missions Committee

Scoutmaster Minute
by Ronn Foster

often a time of nervousness for the young men as
entering a world with more responsibility. Soon tf
learn that while the increased responsibility is more
than having adults do the heavy lifting, the rewa
greater. Next, they accept the responsibility a
challenges that follow. Finally, their confidence grc
the limits to what they can do disappear. In the w
the founder of the Scouting movement, Lord Baden
ol t S ri sky t o order
Il mmedi ately opens to hi

Congratulations to
Nathan W. Foster, Troop 117's

It is the start of a new year, and we will soon welcol
new group of young men into our Boy Scout Troop.
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newest Eagle Scout! Well done!







